Ovine cutaneous squamous cell carcinoma: immunohistochemical expression of CD3, CD4, CD8 and MHC class II antigens in the associated inflammatory infiltrate.
The immunohistochemical expression of CD3, CD4, CD8 and MHC class II antigens in the cellular inflammatory infiltrate associated with early and advanced ovine squamous cell carcinomas (OSCC), as well as actinic keratosis was analyzed. The majority of the peritumoral and intratumoral lymphocytes reacted with the anti-human CD3 polyclonal antibody. The number of CD8+ T lymphocytes increased in advanced OSCC compared with that of actinic keratosis and early OSCC, whereas the number of CD4+ lymphocytes was similar in early and advanced OSCC. Tumor cells were unreactive with the anti-MHC class II antibody, but the majority of the mononuclear cellular infiltrate expressed this antigen in early and advanced tumors.